THE FILA BRASILEIRO ANGULATIONS

Exceryis from the book The Fila Brasileiro Guide hy Clelia Krue?

The verk "to balance” is used to explain the relationship of owe part of the dog with another and the adjective "balance” is used
to describe the pleasing, harmonious and well-propartioned blend-in of the bog's part. Balance depends not only on the right
proportions of head to neck, depth of chest to the length of the legs, and that the front matches the rear of the dog. 1t means
that the angulation of the shoulder and hlp joints should be approximately equal in order to provide a good reach in the fore-
legs and in the hind egs, in the same amount. '

While talking about angulation, we are referring ta the angles created by bones meeting at various joints or articulations, espe-
ctalby at the shoulder, stifie and hock, but the pasterns and pelvic areas alse play an important role. In general, the termis
“forequarter angulations” and “hindquarter angulations” are used to describe the combined angles of these regions. We usa the
termt "wall angulated” for a deg that exhibits the correct range of angulation of his breed.

Cood angulations facilitates a long stride and good <tep timing. i is said that the ideal shoulder blade, technically, should have
a 45 degree angle to the ground forming an approximate right angle with the humerous at the shoulder joint. Nevertheless, we
know that in reality 2 shoulder angulation maost commonly seen in the Fila Brasileiro breed is of 145 degrees. The pelvis should
have a 30 degree slant, forming a right angle with the femur at the hip socket. The swing and reach of the forelegs should co-
ordinate with the action of the rear in 2 way that thera will be no over-stepping or interfering.

Dogs with a paor angulation have a short stride, a restricted reach of the forelegs and a paor drive from the rear. As they have
a shatt step, they need more of them to get where they are gofng, and their artion is bouncing instead of a smooth one.

The hind legs of the Fila Brasileiro are higher than the front legs, parallel with strong tarsus, less boned than the front legs but
never appearing light overall. The metatarsus are slightly bert. The hind legs exhibit 2 moderate rear anguiation at stifle and
hock joints. A 115 degree is most commuonly seen in the Fila Brasileiro breed. A moderate rear angulation certainly does not
mean a straight hock, but mther a nermal, wel angulated hock. Dogs with “pig legs™ are penalized {very serious Tauld).

The Fila Brasileiro is a natural pacer and as some other breeds (g.g. Old English Sheepdog, Chesapeake Bay Retriever, Bulldog,
Dandie Dinmont Terrier) he stands a bit lower at the withers than at the croup, The pace is a two-beat [ateral gait in which the
l=gs on each side move back and forth exactly as a pair causing a rolling gr rocking mation of the dog's body. In Brazil, this
action is called the “camel's pace”, and ameang harness horses itis called side-wheeling.

While trotting, the Fila shows a smooth, free and effortless trot with & powerfu! stride. His trot is a rhythmic two-beat diagonat
gait in which the feet, at diaganally opposite end of the body, strike the ground together, i.e. right hand foot with left front.
COnly two feet are on the ground at a time.

The gallop is the fastest movement of the dog. Itis a fourtime gaiv in which the dog is fully suspended or airborne during each
motion sequence, The Fila's galtop is extremely powerful and has an incredible speed and grace coming from a dog that
weinhs over 100 pounds. Furthermore, he is capable of instant and rapid changes of directions and is abde to “fold” himself
2asify to reach his tail with his mouth,
ready fcfr immedi- I ———. L defanse. This special
talen_t g!‘:m-s him a Pttt ‘r mw:mrmm : gfea_t advantage whelj
chasing jaguars. FiL& BRASILEIRD His life depands on his
speed, strength and agifity.
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Comiparing the Fila Brasileirp angulations with other breeds, you will see that they :
Souvier de Flandres than to a German Shepherd. What we consider normal to a Telg Seasiizi-oc dog
shoulder angufation would be aver 105 degrees and a kind leg angulation of 115 to 120 degraes.

{Sketches from the bock Canine Terminology by Harold 5pira and The Fi

Kruet)
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FILA BRASILEIRG IDEAL ANGULATIONS
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